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WHERE ALEXANDER R. SHEPHERD WAS BORN, 728 G STREET SOUTH-
WEST.

HE Rambler recently wrote of
Bleak House, the summer home
of Alexander R. Shepherd,
whicrh stands on high ground

planted with old spruce trees and criss-
crossed with new streets off the west
side of Georgia avenue and northwest
of the Walter Reed Hospital. In the
course of that article the Ramhler re-

called at some length, though neces-
sarily imperfectly and inadequately,
the great public servioe which Shep-

herd rendered the capital of the United
States, and briefly touched on a num-
ber of the more conspicuous events of

the territorial form of government
which was ordered by Congress for
the District of Columbia in February,

1571, and which was superseded by

the commission form of government
in June, 1874,

In that article the Rambler said:
“Gov. Shepherd was horn January 21,
1835, and the work which he performed
for the uplift of Washington was done
from his thirty-sixth to his thirty-
ninth vear. He was norn in a com-
fortable frame house that stood on the
south amide of G stre.t hetween Sth
and 10th streets southwest, the site
being now occupled by No. 826 G
street. It was a section of the city in
which many prominent people lived,
and the homes of the neighborhood
were among the fine ones of Washing-
ton. Gov. Shepherd's father was Alex-
ander Shepherd, who was long engaged
in the weod and lumber business on
the river front near the foot of G
street southwest, ard later his wood
and lumber vard was on the south
slde of Maryland avenue between 12th
and 13th streets.”
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It was to make a pilgrimage to the

birthhouse, or perhapa the site of that
historic house, that the Rambler set

Battle Flags of Special Interest Are Added

WO fiags of especial interest have
recently been added to the col-
lection of historic banners owned,
and placed on view by the Na-

tional Museum. The latest ensigns to
tell of a nation's victories are the boat
flag of the Varuna, which did its valiant
part fn the Mississippi river conflict of
1862. but gave its life for the cause, and
the flag of the Sth United States Army
Corpe. which accompanied Gen. Lawton
through his various campaigns in the
Philippines, was with him when he died
and covered his casket when he was borne
to the grave.

The flag of the gig of the Varuna is
the first boat flag to come into the pos-
session of the National Museum. and this
particular ensign has a vital story of its
own which makes it of uncommon inter-
est to the visitors who =ee it day by day.

-
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This regulation boat flag, with its thir-
teen stars and thirteen gtripes. occuples
A case by itseif in the northwest section
of the old National Museum building. It
d#s in an admirable state of preservation,
and a card tells the observer that it was
the “Boat flag flown on the gig in which

Commander Charles S Hoggs, U. 8§
Navy., left the gunboat WVaruna, com-
manded by him, when that vesse]l was

sunk below New Orleans, April 24, 1362,
during an engagement between a Con-
federate fiotilla and the i'nited States
fleet., commanded by Admiral David G.
¥Farragut.” The card also tells that the
flag s the gift of Rear Admiral John C.
Watson, U'nited States Navy.

As Admiral Watson resides in Wash-
ington it was a matter of interest to
learn from him the real story of the boat
flag of the Varuna. The admiral a grad-

uste of the Naval Academy., was in his
twentieth year. the flag lieutenant of
Admiral Farragut. who commanded the

west gulf blockading =quadron in the civil
war At the time of the successful en-
ement off Forts Jackson and St
hilip. near the mouth of the Missssippi
river. he followed the occurrénce from
the deck of the flagship Hartford.
* **Thut was the naval battle which
erippled the Confederacy,” sald Admiral
Watson, a few davs agn. “Not so ple-
turesque an episode as that of Mohile
bay two years later, but more decisive,
for it cut the ¢ federacy in half, and
the subsequent capture of New Orleans
went very far toward settling the re-
sults of the war, whereas the affair
of Mobile bay had no such value
“Commander Boggs of the Varuna
was a very hrave officer, and his fight
was a splendid one  He was for a long
time & friend of mine, and after his
death | was proud to receive from his
daughter the flag of the hoat in which
he left the Varuna, the last to leave
her sinking side. It was with pleasure
that I lately presented it to the Na-
tionafNMuseum

.
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“Commander Boggs' own report gives

an account of the occurrence as It

actually happened.,” and Admiral Wat-

eson quoted the following from the re-
port which that officer sent to Admiral
Farragut five days after the occurrence;

After passing the hatteries with the steamer
Taruas under my command the morning of the
Sith, finding my vessel amid & mnest of rebel
steamers, [ started ahead. delivering her fire
and port at every one that she
passed. The first on her starboard beam that
peceived her fire appeared te be rrowded with
s. Her boller was exploded and she drifted
lhf;. .'I.n like manner thres other wes-
. one of them a gunhoat, were drivem om
in fSames, and lffﬂ‘lﬂ‘l blew up,

a.m. the Varuss was attacked by the
iroaclad about the Low, commanded by
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out last Sunday morning. A comfort-
able frame house stands there and al-
though it is maintained in an exrellen_-n
condition of upkeep, it bhears certain
marks of old age. There is no doubt
that it is an old house. Whether it is
Gov, Shepherd’'s bhirthhouse the Ram-
bler does not know. It may be. Tt
may he that it has been somewhat re-
modeled or it mav be that the Shepherd
house passed away and its =site WwWas
taken by thiz house so long ago that
no man’'s memory in that neighborhood
recalis the fact. .

It stands on top of a hit of high and
level land steeply terraced. Several
other old frame dwellings stand on a
line with it. The terrace shows that
the grade of G street has been low-
ered about twenty feet, indicating that
this was one of the improvements
brought about by the board of public
works, of which Mr. Shepherd was vice
president until September 13, 1873,
when he was appointed governor by
President Girant in succession to Gov.
Henry . Cooke, who had resigned.

The present owner of the property is
John H. Neitsey, who has lived there
about ter vears with his wife and fam-
ily of interesting children. It is worthy
to record that John H. Neitsey is a son
of Capt. William Neitsey., who was
known and esteemed for half a cen-
fury by everybody up and down the
Potomar river and by all men in Wash-
ington. having anything to do with com-
merce or sport on the great river. For
many vears Capt. William Neitsey—every-
body called him “Cap'n Bill"—was en-
gaged in the fishing business and op-
eerated the important fisheries at Ferry
landing, Stoney point, hapman's
point and Windmill point. He died a
few years ago, but everybody in Wash-
ington has eaten fish taken in the im-
mense seines of Capt. Neitsey and
brought to Washington in his boatsa.
John H. Neitsey bought the property
from a man named Cooper, and before
his time it was owned by a man named
Casey, and before that by Mr. Wimsatt
of the firm of Wimsatt & Johnson.

Most of the construction along that
part of G street is new, there being

Beverly Kennon, an

This ves-
wel raked us ulong

ex-naval officer,
the port gangway, killing
four and wounding nine of the crew, butting
the Varuna on the quarter and again on the
starbeard side. | managed to get three eight-
inch shells into her abaft her armor, as also
severnl whot from the after-rified gun, when
ehe dropped out of action, partially disabled.
While =rill engaged with her, another rebel
steamer, ironclad, with s prow onder water,
struck us in the port gangway, doing consider-
ahle dumsge. Our shot glancing from her bow,
she backed off for another hlow and struck
agaln in the same place, crushing in the side,
hmt by going ahead fast the concussion drew
her how mround, and | was able with the port
guns to give her, while closs alongside, five
cight-inch shells abaft her armor. This settled

Fl

rows of modern. brick dwellings, and
the street {& smoothly paved with as-
rhalt and shaded by large trees. The
frame houses high up the terrace tell
of the time when G street was a dirt
roadway and crossed a hill between 3th
and 10th streets. These deep cuts in
the older sections of the city, showing
hig changes in the grade of streets, al-
ways carry with them the suggestion
of the work of Alexander R. Shepherd,
the board of public worka and the
stormy period of 1871-1874, when the
capital of the United States was being
“lifted out of the mud" and.set on its
way to becoming one of the wonder
cities of the world.
-
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From the spot where Alexander R.
Shepherd came into the world the Ram-
bler traveled to Rock Creek cemetery.
There he read the brief and poignant
facts carved on hundreds of tombs and
saw the names of men and women he
knew well and who seemgd to stand
before him as memory dwelt upon
them. Some men do not understand it,
but there is a luxurious sense of com-
fort in the reverential reveries which
overcome the mind in such a place. The
tombstone iz a powerful sermon and
the strongest argument for noble liv-
ing. 1t makes one feel that good
thoughts are the only thoughts worth
thinking. It makes vanity and selfish-
ness seem 50 small.

Finally the Rambler came upon =a
vault in a beautiful situation. The
grass was green, flowers bloomed there
and on numberless graves about.
Thrush sang in the denser shrubbery
and robins whistled and trotted across
the lawns. Over the top of the granite
vault was the name “Alexander R.
Shepherd,” and on the bronze door the
dates *'1335-1902."" Two massive cas-
kets rest within and the interlor was
dimly lighted through a stained glass
window the color tones of which were
blue and yellow. In that window was
the holy legend, wreathed in morning
glory vines and bloom, “Let Not Your
Heart Be Troubled.”

The Rambler roamed

among the

neighbors of Gov. Shepherd and read
the following inscriptions:

In Memory of Mary Galloway Markoe, daugh-
ter of Francis Markoe and Mary Maxcy Markoe
Born July 8, 1885. Died February 11, 1807

In Memory of Sophie Dallas Markoe, daughter
of Francis Markoe and Wife of Samuel Francis
Emmons. Obit June 18, 1804, Spem et Bperavi.

In memory of Samuel Franklin Emmons, Ge-
nlogist. Rorn Boston, Massachusetts, March
o9th, 1849. Died March 28th, 1811, in Wash-
ington, D. €.

Close by the Shepherd tomb sleeps
William E. Curtis. A great granite
boulder marks his grave and an inlaid
bronze plate tells this:

William Eleroy Curtis. For forty yeoars as a
Newspaper Correspondent he Gave to the World
True and UUseful Information. His Fellowmen
were FEnlightened and Blest by his Work. He
wrote of their Good Deeds Only. He Died in
the Fulness of his Strength and Usefnlness,

A neighboring vault to the Shepherd
tomb bears this inscription:

To the Memory of TLieut. Richard Guerard
FEdwards, 1. & X, Erected hy his Daughter,
Julia Louise Churchill Edwards Bain.

Across the gravel footway from the
Shepherd tomb the Rambler read,
*“(zeorge Lackey, Born June 9, 1827;
died April 15, 1895"; Thornton Presley
. Pendleton, 1810-1884, and Emily Jane,
his wife, 1820-1892""; “Martin H. Schlos-
ser, 1869-1900; William ¥F. Schlosser,
1863-1898""; “Bessie Collins, 1857-1913";
“Charles Bradford, 1883-18%92"; “Francis
l.e Baron, 1878-1893"; “Regina Mary,
wife of William Mandeville Van Dyke,
1862-1895"; E. B. Curtis, 1826-1907":
“Warren Young, died July 12, 1878;
age 74 years; his wife, Eunice Cush.
ing Young, died 1883; aged 76 yeara”;
“Benjamin F. Cale, born July 24, 1842
died December 9, 1910"; “Emma Eliza-
beth Phillips, his wife, born February
27, 1832; died October 16, 1892; an army
nurse.”

fn the Rambler's preceding story, to
which he has referred, he told such facts
ns he knew concerning the antecedents
of Gov. Shepherd and his wife. DMrs.
Shepherd lives in Washington and has
made this city her home for the past
nine or ten yvears. Her maiden name was
Mary Grice Young and she was a daugh-
ter of Col. William P. Young, whom all
Washingtonians of the older generation
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knew and esteemed. Gov. and Mrs. Shep-
herd were blessed with a number of chil-
dren, of whom seven, four daughters and
three sons, are living. The sons resemble
Gov. Shepherd and are men of fine stature
and physique. The daughters are Mrs.
E. A. Quintard of this city, Mrs. W. P.
Brodie of this city, Mrs. 8. D. Merchant
of New Yorkx and Mrs. Sidney Wagner of
Tulsa, Okla. Mr. Erodle is a mineralo-
glst, mining and civil engineer, eminent
in his professions and nearly alwayvs in
the fleld.

& *

One son of Gov. Shepherd is Alexander
R. Shepherd, late of Batopilas, Mex., and
now residing in California. He has thres
children, the oldest being Alexander R.
Shepherd (3d), jr. Another son of Gov.
Shepherd is Grant Shepherd, who is mar-
ried and lives at Rush, Ark. The third
gon Ia John Connes Shepherd, married
and who also lives at Rush, Ark. The
three sons of Gov. Shepherd have been en-
gaged in mining since their boyvhood.

Mrs. Quintard has four children, three
of whom live in Washington. The names
of these grandchildren of Gov. Shepherd
are E. A. Quintard, Alexander Quintard,
Miss Dorothy Quintard and Miss Alexina
Quintard. Mrs. Brodie has one child,
Mrs. W. Sinkler Manning. :

The Rambler has made in his previous
sketch mention of two stirring events in
the history of that period which has come
to be called '‘the Shepherd regime.” These
were the tearing down of the Northern
Liberty market, which stood on what
afterward became Mount Vernon Square,
now the site of the Washington Public
Library,and the tearing up of the railroad
tracks which ran from the Baltimore and
Ohio station, down Indiana avenue 1o 1st
street, along 1st street to Maryland ave-
nue and thence to the Long bridge.

To refresh his memory on the tearing
down of the market house the Rambler
turned to The Evening Star of Wednes-
day, September 4, 1872, and read what
follows:

The board of public works reeeived informa-
tion & day or two since which led them to
believe that the parties opposed to the removal

TOMB OF ALEXANDER RH.

SHEPHERD IN ROCK CREEK CEMETERY.

of the Northern market to Corcoran square, in
accordance with the act passed at the last ses-
sion of the District legislature, would attempt
by legal process or otherwise to delay the necea-
sary work of clearing the old market from the
public space {t occupied. The market people, it
Appears. were preparing to ohbtaln an injunction
againat the removal of the bullding. and on
Sunday amd Mouday Iarge numbers signed a pe-
tition therefore. This was to have besn pre-
sented in court today by Messrs. Riddle and
Merrick. and the board, being apprised of this
intention. determined on a roup d’etat, and yes-
terday an order signed by the vice president of
the board was sent to Mr. Thomas M. Plow-
man, architect and superintendent of the new
market buildings on Corcoran square. directing
him to “‘remnove all buildings and sbheds helong-
ing to the Northern market, situated in the
public reservation between Tth and Rth streets
at their intersection with K street and Mas-
sachusetts mvenue, tomight, storing all private
property, in the reservation west of thes one
now occupied by the market and remorving the
fxtures to the sheds in course of erection on
Corcoran sguare. You will execute this order
and complete the new accommodations as rapid-

Iy an ble to avoid inconvenlencing the pub-
lir and dealers more than Is necessary to affect
the change.'"

Mr. Plowman at once employved labor-
ers, directing them to report on the
square west of the market at & pm.
Tuesday. Maj. Richards, chief of police,
having been informed of the proposed
move, telegraphed to the several sta-
tione ordering the reserves at each to
report to Lieut. Eckloff of the sixth
precinct for duty at the market, and at
the same time to protect the property
to be removed and prevent any breach
of the peace. At the time set nearly
200 laborers were on hand and about
fifty police. The report sayvs that Mr.
Plowman joined the laborars wunder
charge of John Conlling and instructed
the men what they were to do, "and in
a rhort time all were at work, while
the officere were stationed about the
market Lo prevent petty thieving and
stop persons from going into danger.”

*
* *

The market house was pulled nearly
down that night and the work was re-
sumed at dawn. [t {s interesting at
this date to read what a Star reporter
wrote of the scene. He said:

Some of the butchers and bacon dealers had
neat in their stalls which they refused fto
move, saving that they might an well sue for
the whole loaf as a half loaf and that they
intended to make the board pay for any damage
or loss. The orders were to siore the private
property on the syonare west of the market,
which was fdone. The work of razing this old
Iandmark natourally attracted a large crowd ta
the scene of operations, but good order was
ohserved. Most of the dealers were on the
ground when the operations were commenced and
#some countryr people had taken positlons with
their truck wagons for the morning’s marker,
About 11 o'clock p.m. the roof was removed,
and, the roll having been called, the men wers
®rnt home, the police being left in charge of
the property.

This moruing the laborers returned to work
at daylight, tearing down the sheds. The lum-
her was piled in the square west. The dealers,
or a majority of them. this morning came as
near the site of the marke! as ther could and
occupied the pavements about the place, some
of them claiming that had ther received a fow
hours’ netice they wounld have removed and have
taken their rhances at a stand in the new
sheds: but a= it fa they will neither take
stands in the sheds nor remove their goods, but
will sue for damages.

During the work of demolishing the
bullding on Wednesday two persons were
crushed to death by a falling wall
These were John Widmyer, a butcher,
who lived on the 7th Street road near
the Scheutzen Park, and a lad, Millard
Bates, son of E. H. Bates, long time a
justice of the peace. Wydmyer was en-
gaged in removing some fixtures from
hi=z stall at the moment of the collapse.

The other stirring event was the
tearing up of the railroad tracks. This
work was begun during the evening
of Monday, November 18, 1872, It was
a4 sensational chapter In the history of
the making of the capital and was one
of the long steps taken toward pull-
ing Washington out of the mud. The
Evening Star of Tuesday, November
19, 1872, in explaining the necessity
of this step, said:

The new grades of streeta and avenues in this
city established by the board of public works
were all in accordance with a general plam
which it was necessary tn carry out fully in
order not only to beautify the city hy harmeny
in design, but also to secure through sewerage.
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Presented Her Husband’s Flag, Which Accompanied Corps Through Twenty-Seven Battles. |

OAT Elag of the Varuna and Flag of the Eighth Army Corps Under Gen. Lawton in the
Philippines—Banner of the Varuna Is the First Boat Flag to Come Into Possession of
the National Museum, and the Ensign Has an Interesting Story—Wife of Famous General |
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FLAG OF THE

ashore in flames. Finding
! ran her intoe the bank,
and tied up to the frees.
the guns were avtively
at work corippling the Morgan, making feeble
efforts to get upstream. This fire was kept
up until the water was over the gon tracks,
when [ turned my attention o getting the
wounded and crew ont of the vessel, The
Onelda, Capt. Ler, seeing the condition of the
Varuna, had rushed 1o her nesistance, bt 1
waved her on, and the ‘Morgan surrendered to
her, the vessel in flames,

*

* ¥

*“] have always considered it some-
thing of a coincidence,” continued Ad-
miral Watson, “that the vessel which
was the chief assallant of the Varuna
was commanded by Lieut. Beverly Ken-
non, whase home was Tudor place, here
in Georgetown, now occupled by his
descendants.”

“Was this the engagement in which
Admiral Farragut is pictured as stand-
ing in the rigging issuing orders, at
the time you lashed him there?™ was
asked.

“No,” replied Admiral Watson, “that
was during leas decisive engagements
between our fleet and the Confederate
forts and vessels at Mobile bay. The
picturesqueness of that engagement

her and drove her
the Varuns sinking,
11 ga her mprhors
Turing all this time

GUNBOAT VARUNA, SUNK AFTER SEVERE

FIGHTING

has caused people to consider it of
more importance than “the earlier Mis-
siseippi engagement.

“Although 1 lashed Admiral Farragut
to the mizzen rigging and have been
pletured as standing close beglde him,
which I did, for I was his signal
officer, the earlier moment, when he
climbed the main rigging, when action
wag eminently more critical, was an
incident of even greater Importance.

“Admiral Farragut had no regard for
danger, and when smoke at the level
of the deck of the Hartford obscured
his view of the action he climbed Into
the main rigging. Capt. Drayton of
the Hartford begged him to come down,
hut he refused. Then the captain im-
giored him to be lashed to the rigging,

ecause in his prominent position he
might be wounded and fall to the deck,
and the jar to the vessel by a pro-
jectile or explosion might also throw
him down., After some further words
of protest the admiral sgid: ‘You are
right: the argument is sensible and I
will do it,’ so when Quartermaster
Knowles brought a rope the admiral
::mnlf assisted In gecuring it about

m,

“Later, as the action proceeded, when
the Hartford rammed the Tennessee,
the admirpl jumped into the mizzen

rigging. 1 was with him and asked
him not to stand in so exposed a place,
L]
»

BELOW NEW

ORLEANS, APRIL 24, 1862.

as he was only a few feet from and
ahove the deck of the ram which ran

ulongside the Hartford and scraped
her. He merely laughed, and in my
vouthful eagerness I caught hold of

his epat-tails and tried to hold him
back, but he shook me off. I then took
a rope end and tied him to the rig-
glng.

*
* ¥

“It is these two scenes which have
been pictured. The admiral was per-
suaded to stand for a historical paint-
ing by the American artist, Mr. Page.
Its original was sent as a present to
the Czar of Russia, but I think that
the admiral's son, Loyal Farragut, has
a copy.

“The mecond portrait, which was the
work of Overend, employed by the
London Arts Soclety, shows him in the
thick of action, standing In the mizzen
rigging. | have a copy of this paint-
ing, whose original is, 1 believe, in the
statehouse at Hartford, Conn."”

Admiral Watson led the way to a fine
engraving which shows Admiral Far-
ragut directing operations from the
side of the Hartford. His young fiag
lieutenant stands beside him, pistol in
hand, as if to guard his commander.

Other prominent portraits represent
Lieut. Commander Kimberley, Capt
Heywood, Capt. Drayvton and other

officers of the Hartford who served
with Admiral Farragut through his
eritical civil war engagements,

“Yen," sajd Admiral Watson., T was
with Admiral Farragut thraugh all his
active service, from 1862, which covers
the victory represented hy the boat
flag of the Varuna until his death. 1
knew him intimately during all his
later vears, and he was like a father
to me."

*

It was a woman who gave the side-
lights upon the second flag which has
recently been acquired by the National
Museum. Mrs. Henry Ware Lawton
presented her husband's flag, the flag
of the dashing 8th Army Corps, which
won engagement after engagement in
the Philippines and then at last saw
its leader fall beneath the great white
standard bearing in red the figure
#3 " which was never far from him,
which covered him at the last, when he
was borne to burial, and has now been
placed where all may learn what it

means to fight and die for one's country
and have memory honored as one of
the bravest soldiers of an age.

The card which describes the great
banner, whose once white expanse is
now vellow with exposure, tells that
this is the “Flag of the Eighth United
States Army Corps, flown in 1889, at
the headquarters of Maj. Gen. Henry
W. Lawton, U. S. Volunteers, at Caba-
natuan, Philippine Islands. The gift
of Mrs. Mary C. Lawton.”

“I was with him through all those
engagements,” said Mrs. Lawton, “and
he loved that flag. Perhaps you no-
ticed the beautiful mahogany staff with
ite elaborate silver mounting. This
was captured by Gen. Lawton in one
of his early expeditions in the Philip-
pines. That flag saw such service as
the Stars and Stripes rarely see, hav-
ing gone through twentyv-seven bat-
tles in not many more days. It went
through that northern campaign which

broke the back of the rebellion, the
hardest campaign the general ever
saw. It all happened during the one

vear, 1899, but things were doing every
minute of the time.

“Yes, | was with him, and saw many
of the battles. When the President
intimated that my husband would be
sent to the Philippines, I made him

CHILDREN OF JOHN H. NEITSEY, OWNER OF SHEPHERD BIRTHPLACE,

Stret improvements being for the benefit of the
whole eommunity by improving the sanitary
eonditions of the city, besldes enhancing the
value of property, the convenience of private
persons  and corporations have necessarily had

tn give way in some cases to The exigency for
changes of grade which were clearly for the
henefit of m vaxt majority of the citizens of

Whashington now and in the future.

Among the sireets the grade of which it was
necessary to change in accordancs with this
general plan were Filrst street west from Tndi-
ana avenue to Marsland svenue, and Marrland
avepue from First street to the Long Rridge.
Along these streets and avenoes Is the route of
the Washington snd Alexandria Railroad Com
pany, whirh bas now hy lease passed under con-
trol of the Balfimore and Potomac road. EBome
thime ago the grade of Maryland avenue from
the bridge 10 Rixth street was cheanged, and
af the same time the track on that portien was
lowered or raised in like manner.

After that a contrart was awarded 1o Bart-
lett & Willlams for the remainder of the strest
and to T\, K. EBmith for First street, but the
work progressed slowly owing te the fact that
the track was not removed by the railroad com-
pADY.

In view of the conditions thus out-
lined Mr. Shepherd, October 1, sent the
following letter to Col. 0. E. Babcock,
superintendent of public buildings and
Erounds;

The econdition of 1st street west from Indlana
avenye to Maryland avenue is such as to injure
the appearapce of the Capitol grounds and de-
wtray the street for travel, owing to the im-
perfect grade apd te the rallroad track which
i s0 laid as to be an obstruction to travel. Tt
is the imtention and wish of this board te rcor-
rect these svils by paving the street, a= weil
as Marsland avenne, and to remove the tracks
for the purpese of adjusting the grade, requir-
ing the company owning such tracks to replace
the present rails with such as are used by
kirest railroads, which form no Impediment to
travel. As the removal of street obstructions
and the costody of the Capitol grounds are in
Four charge, 1 write to k that you give this
hoard wour sanction and authority for this
work and furnish sorh suggestions s may oc-
rur to you in connection therewith. We should
like to begin this work by the 12th instant if
Jou concur.

The Rambler has seen the reply of
Col. Babcack, and which follows:

The improvements you propose are in my opin-
inn very desirable and meet my entire approval.
When this improvement = made it would be
hest tn, if possible, remove the rallroad track
entirely, but if this canpot be dome the company

promise that I should go, too, and T am

happy that this was permitted me.
“When the National Museum asked

me for some representative memento

should in my opinion he required 1o lay & streed
car track and pave closely to it with wood er
stone,

*
* *

Following this correspondence Shep=
herqd wrote to J. N. Du Barry, vice
president and general manager of the’
Raltimore and Potomac road, inclosing
a copy of Babeock's letter and request-
ing appropriate action. Thers was soms
delay, and the contractors on the 1st
street section, desiring to proceed and
the railroad tracks being below grade,

they hegan to dump dirt over them.
A railroad gang came on the scene and

proceeded to shovel off the dirt as
fast as the contractors’ men could
dump it on. Fighting was imminent,

when Shepherd ordered suspension of'
the work. Later he sent this notice to
the contractor:

“You are herebhy directed to completa
without delay the improvement of the
streets under vour charge and remove
any and all obstructions, as the hail-
road companies have been notified over
a month since that they should con=-
form their tracks to the altered grade
as furnished.”

There was more delay, but on ths
evening of November 1R, at 3 o'clock,
the contractor set to work four gangs
of laborers, each gang fifty men strong.
Maj. Richards held the police reserves
in readiness for instant service. One
gang began work on 1st street at the
intersection of Indiana avenue. An-
other went to work at the intersection
of 15t street and Maryland avenue: an-
other begam work at the point whers
the bridge on Maryland avenue crossed
the old canal, and another gang started
the work of taking up the railroad om
Maryland avenue at 4% street.

There were rumoers of the formation
of rallroad gangs to relay the tracks
as fast as they could be torn up. but
the work was finished at 3 o'clock in
the morning, and the steam railroad
tracks were never again laid down on
1st street and across the front of the
Capitol grounds.
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of Gen. Lawton, 1 gave the most vale
uable tangible memento [ possessed,
that war-worn battle flag, which tells
s0 vivid a story.”

'HAWKS AND OWLS NECESSARY

IN THE ECONOMY OF NATURE

HERE seems never to have been
T # time when Americans as a peo-

ple were giving so much thought
to birds as now. The gentimental vir-
tues of birds and their economic uses
are being written of frequently and
extensively by professional and ama-
teur biologists and ornithologists, and
even a vast number of bird obsarvers
of perhaps limited professional or
technical attainments in this depart-
ment of science are writing and talking
at length in behalf of the birds.
The discussion of the economic value
of birds is one of the questions of seri-

ous imporiance to the whols country
It has bheen pointed out by students
of this subject that a tree swallow's
stomach recently examined contained

forty chinchbugs and fragments of many
others, hesides ten other species of In-
sects. The stomach of a bank swallow
showed that it contained sixty-eight
cotton bholl-weevils, one of the very
dangerous and destructive insect pests
of the United States. Thirty-five cliff
swallows hiad eaten an average of
eighteen bnll weevils each. Two stom-
achs of pine siskins from California
contained nineteen black olive scales
and 300 plant lice. The stomach of a
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killdeer taken in Texas contained more
than 300 larva. A flicker's stomach held
twentyv-eight big grubs. A nighthawk's
stomach contained thirty-four May bee-
tles. the adult form of the white grub. A
New York nighthawk had eaten twentys
four clover-leaf weevils and 367 ants,
and another nighthawk, 340 grasshop-
pers, fifty-two bugs, three beetles, two
wasps and a spilder. A big-tailed
grackle taken in Texas had eaten in
one meal about 100 cotton boll weevils,
besides other Insects. A ring-neck
pheasant, a bird which the stste of
New York is taking great interest in
propagating, showed upon examination
of the cron that it contained 8,000 seeds
of chickweed and a dandelion head,
More than 72,000 seeds have been found

in a single duck's stomach taken im
Louisiana,

=
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The investigation by the United

States biological survey and the biclog+
iral and agricultural bureaus of the va=
rious states leave no room for doubt
that birds play an important relation
10 agricultural interests, though there
often seems a tendency to dwell on the
harm that they do rather than the
good. Competent investigation has
shown that even the much despised
English sparrow has its part to per=-
form in protecting the agricultural ine
terests of the U'nited States, and the
bureau of the biological survey has
given a great deal of attention to this
much abused bird. It has collected them
from all parts of the United States and
made an examination of 4,000 stomachs,
the results showing that during the
colder half of the vear the food of these
birds consists almost entirely of seeds
of weeds.

It has been estimated by entomol=-
ogists that the annual loss caused in
the United Stetes by insects is $700,-
000,000 and that were it not for birds
the loss would be much greater. Care-
ful students have said that without the
ald of our feathered friends successful
agriculture would be impossible. The
amount of weed seed disposed of by
birds, in their depleted numbers, is
impressive, and evervbody knows that
the problem of weed destruction is very
important to agricultural interests.
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There is a strange human prejudics
against all owls and hawks, whereas
there are scores of species of hawks
and owls In the United Btates, and
only three or four of them do more
harm than good. Most of our birds of
prey are of beneficial habits of life. A
number of states have passed laws pro-
viding for the payment of bounties on
hawks and owls. One of those states
was Pennsylvania. Thousands of the
birds were killed and then the farm-
ers set up the cry that weasels, rats,
mice and other injurious rodents were
increasing with remarkable rapidity
and that they were doing great dam-
age in the flelds and in the ultry
rards. Pennsylvania repealed the law,
ut it required a long time to re-es-
tablish the balance between hawks and
owls and the rodents on which they
had principally fed. The e:‘perl.nce of
Pennsylvania in this rega has
the expérience of a number of ot
Elates. % T3




